
Being Grateful 
Ingratitude is a sin. Paul wrote about the downward spiral of the Gentiles into sin, including some 

thoughts on their failure to be grateful (Romans 1:21). He told a young preacher, “But know this, that in 

the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, 

proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy” (2 Timothy 3:1-2). Only one leper returned 

to thank Jesus after the ten were cleansed. The Lord’s questions are telling. “Were there not ten cleansed? 

But where are the nine? Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 

(Luke 17:11-19). 

Bible examples demonstrate why we should be grateful. Jesus gave thanks before the feeding of the 

4,000 (Mark 8:6). He thanked the Father for always hearing Him before commanding Lazarus to come forth 

from the grave (John 11:40-44). He also gave thanks for the bread and the cup during the time He was 

instituting the Lord’s supper (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Matthew 26:26-27). Paul often told of his prayers of 

thanksgiving for the churches to which he wrote letters (Ephesians 1:16; Philippians 1:3; Colossians 1:3; 1 

Thessalonians 1:2). 

Christians are commanded to be grateful. The apostle to the Gentiles wrote, “Be anxious for nothing, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God” 

(Philippians 4:6). Walking in Christ should result in abounding with thanksgiving. Christ’s followers should 

remain watchful in prayer with thanksgiving (Colossians 2:7; 3:15; 4:2). Our singing is a means of “giving 

thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20). 

So, be thankful on Thanksgiving. Then, each day, let us all remember to give thanks as a clear 

indication that we are grateful to God. 
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